The synthesis of the penicillin nucleus 6-aminopenicillanic acid was first achieved by Sheehan (1958) , but it was not until the following year that a team of workers at the Beecham Research Laboratories discovered a method of producing the compound on a large scale, and thus made possible for the first time the synthesis of innumerable penicillin compounds.
Until recently ampicillin, introduced in 1961, was the only semi-synthetic penicillin with an activity against the gonococcus comparable to that of penicillin G. Recently, however, workers in the same laboratories have produced a new compound, amoxycillin, for which similar or even greater activity has been claimed.
In (Alergant, 1963) . Data relating to sensitivities were available in 102 cases and all but eleven (10-8 per cent.) fell within the range of so-called sensitive strains (Fig. 2) . Of the seventeen failures, sensitivities were known in fourteen cases, and only five were in the insensitive range. Nevertheless, the failure rate was some four times greater among those with insensitive strains.
AMOXYCILLIN PLUS PROBENECID
As with other oral penicillins, it has been shown that (Fig. 4) . No less than 33'8 per cent. were classed as insensitive strains.
SIDE-EFFECTS
One patient developed a transient urticarial eruption, apart from which no untoward side-effects were reported. Summary Three groups of patients were treated with single doses of 1 g. amoxycillin, alone, combined with probenecid, or combined with procaine penicillin. When the drug was used alone in 158 cases, the result were disappointing (12 6 per cent. failure rate among those followed) and compared unfavourably with those obtained nearly 10 years ago in the same clinic using 1 g. ampicillin. In 161 cases given 1 g. probenecid also, the results were substantially improved (5 -8 per cent. failure rate among those followed). The best results were obtained in 95 cases given amoxycillin combined with 1 2 m.u. procaine penicillin (only 1 failure). This latter combination therefore clearly deserves further trial. 
amoxycillin.
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